
What do bugs do in the winter? Like most animals, they either move (mgrate) or 

they find a safe place to sleep. Rotten logs and leaf litter (thick piles of old leaves) are great safe 

places for many bugs to spend the winter. A fun winter activity is to find a log or pile of old 

leaves and look through it to see what you can find. 

 

1) Take a bucket or bag with you to a local park or woodlot. Make sure the log or branch is 

old and starting to rot. In a leaf pile, gently dig down to the lower, older layers. 

2) Take the log or leaves back home and let it warm up for a few hours. *                                                          

3) Place the log or leaves on a hard floor, or put down lots of paper or a sheet for 

easy clean up. 

4) Find a small, sturdy stick, like a chopstick, pencil or small screwdriver. 

5) Gently start digging in the log or pulling apart the layers of leaves. The more 

careful and gentle you are, the more likely you will find critters to observe. Be 

careful not to smash them (even the spiders), they’re doing an important job. 

Remember, you are exploring THEIR home! 

6) Use the What can YOU find? page to figure out what you are seeing. 

 

*Note: Be aware that as the log or leaves warm up, some of the bugs may wake up and 

move around! So they don’t escape into your house, carefully place them in a jar with a lid while you 

explore. When you are finished, pour the bugs back into the log or leaves and set all of it outside.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.insectidentification.org/insects-by-state.asp?thisState=Nebraska





	SaaB In a Log Final
	Decomp Log Key

