
Streamside Science Station on Spring 
Creek (and You Can Help!)
Ed Hubbs, Habitat Manager

For years, students at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 
have gotten their toes wet at our ponds, catching bugs, having 
fun, and making a lasting connection with the natural world.  
They have caught dragonfly and damselfly larvae and used 
bug viewing jars to inspect their catches up close. The various 
species found can be indicators of water quality. For example, 
students often nab mayfly larvae, which are only found in 
relatively clean water. In this case, “clean” is referring to the 
amount of foreign pollutants – anything from chemical runoff to 
cow manure - in the water system.

For students, pond investigations are both fun activities and 
good learning opportunities. But what about the creek that gives 
us our name? After flowing across the prairie and collecting in 
the ponds on our property, the water eventually works its way 
into Spring Creek and joins fresher, colder water flowing from 
springs along the creek’s route. While some of the water itself 
may be the same as in the ponds, the similarities stop there. 
The constant flow of the creek, among other things, makes for a 
very different ecosystem than a pond. And a different ecosystem 
means different critters!

In the past, education programs here did use the creek, allowing 
students to compare two different aquatic systems. But without 
ongoing maintenance, the access became overgrown and the 
creek hasn’t been used in several years. Community Education 
Director Jason St. Sauver asked me for help in reclaiming a trail 
and landing area to add a streamside science module back into 
our educational programming.

It was time to get out the heavy equipment. On a brisk, 
30-degree day in January, we began to clear over 30 feet 
of creek bank to allow easy access to the flowing stream. 
Additional areas creek-side were also cleared and leveled 
to make space for tables for the students to continue their 
investigations with places to support microscopes and collection 
dishes. As with our other learning locations throughout the 
prairie, ongoing maintenance will be needed as plants grow and 
the creek occasionally floods and changes course. If you would 
like to explore the creek, or assist with the upkeep of our 
natural learning areas, don’t be shy. We have the tools and 
the habitat, the only thing missing is you!
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Letter from the Director
Glynnis Collins

Springtime Renewal and Thanks

The prairie is coming alive with spring, providing an oasis for 
birds, bugs, and all kinds of wildlife. Right outside the door 
of the education center, the air is suddenly full of swooping 
barn swallows, their aerial acrobatics stunning. Farther 
afield, dragonflies and butterflies are back, and the songs of 
meadowlarks can be heard everywhere. Birders have been 
excited to see brown thrashers, greater and lesser yellowlegs, 
Eastern phoebes, and an early Henslow’s sparrow.

As the natural world becomes more active with the warmer 
weather, so does the education and conservation work that you 
make possible.

Jason St. Sauver, our community education director, is getting 
our corps of volunteer Discovery Leaders prepared for the busy 
season of school field trips and summer camps. The spring and 
summer calendar (see back page) is filled with old favorites and 
exciting new offerings like May’s “The Bs,” a weekend festival 
celebrating birds, blooming flowers, bugs, and some local brews. 
We look forward to connecting with new people in new ways in 
the coming months.

In addition to (re-)clearing a path to Spring Creek (see article on 
front page), habitat manager Ed Hubbs, with the help of good 
weather and great volunteers, completed most of his planned 
prescribed burns. Within days of the fire, a green carpet of grasses 
could be seen pushing up through the charred soil, taking advantage 
of the sun and nutrients released by the fire. Soon the cow-calf 
pairs will be back to do their part to sustain the healthy landscape, 
always going to the burned patches first if they have a choice.

You are the reason this treasure is here and healthy, inspiring 
awe and wonder. Donors to Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 
(see our 2016 donors on pages 4–5), volunteers, partners, 
visitors, neighbors, and friends – you are prairie champions, 
making sure that people have the chance to connect with 
Nebraska’s natural heritage. Thank you!

Hoping to see you on the trails soon,
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IN THE

Save
Sunday, September 17, 2017

4:00 to 7:00 P.M.
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 

Denton, Nebraska 

Funding hope for birds, 
wildlife and future generations.

1 0 T H  A N N U A L

Ed Hubbs, with his mighty volunteer crew, burned about 80 acres this 
spring. And now that the herd of cows has moved onto the property, we are 
ready for the growing season. Thanks as always go out to our volunteers 
(who have already put in over 110 hours this year in land management 
duties) and our donors who allow us to effectively manage this prairie for 
future generations. You are all great!



In Memoriam
Lyle D. Sittler
1942 – 2017

We mourn the passing of Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 
Stewardship Advisory Board member Lyle Sittler. As a teacher, 
coach, church youth group leader, and former Huskers football 
star, Lyle was widely known and loved in our community. 

Lyle’s forebears have been farming and ranching in southeast 
Nebraska since 1873, with a guiding principle to “leave the 
land better than you found it.” Lyle and his wife, Alice, carried 
on that tradition when they took over the family farm in the 
1980s. They have been recognized with awards and accolades 
over the years for their innovative practices and conservation 
ethic. As a member of our board and its conservation committee, 
Lyle provided advice on how to sustain the health of the prairie 
here, and how to build bridges with our neighbors to inspire 
conservation practices beyond our property boundaries. 

We sorely miss Lyle’s good humor and wisdom.

Message from the Board Chair
Mari Lane Gewecke

Big things tend to capture 
our attention: the enormity 
of mountains, the vastness 
of oceans, the expanse of 
a Nebraska sky, the view 
across acres of prairie. 
They are all beautiful. 

Sometimes, though – by 
focusing our attention 
on big things – we miss 
the just-as-remarkable 
little things: dragonflies 
hovering over the water, 
fledging birds learning 
about life beyond the nest, grass sprouting from the 
ground beneath our feet. 

In many ways, it is more interesting to discover the 
small. And the prairie is a wonderful place to do 
just that. While I always enjoy looking across prairie 
grass to the horizon, I make a point to look down at 
the ground. And look to the right and to the left; even 
behind me. To notice what is present right where I am 
and not just what is off to the horizon. 

As board members, we are responsible for doing the 
same thing for this organization. While charged with 
having a big-picture vision for Spring Creek Prairie 
Audubon Center, we must also pay attention to the 
here and now. And to those who help make each day 
possible at the prairie. Like our donors, to whom we are 
indebted for their unwavering support of our work. And 
our volunteers, without whom we could not operate.

On your next visit to the prairie, look for the small 
things. Watch for life along the trail, by the ponds 
and in the wetlands. Stop and savor the color of a 
wildflower. Close your eyes and listen for the sounds of 
birds, insects and other wildlife. And know how much 
we appreciate you.

Sincerely,

Thanks to a special matching grant from Lincoln Community 
Foundation, your gift to Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center will 
go farther on Give to Lincoln Day! (givetolincoln.com) 
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4          Gifts Received from January 1 – December 31, 2016

2016 DONORS

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE SOCIETY
The Tallgrass Prairie Society is a group of individual contributors whose generous annual support of $500 or more honors our natural and cultural prairie history.        
We are grateful for their vision and their gifts. With your generous support, you ensure that the legacy of the tallgrass prairie lives on for future generations.

Bill and Karen Barrett
Pat and Ellen Beans
Allen and Linda Beermann
Larry and Nancy Bird
Samuel and Patricia Boon
Linda R. Brown
William H. Browne, III
Cecil and Loree Bykerk
John Campbell, Jr.
Robert and Candy Campbell
Judy and Jacque Carter
Gerry and Kit Dimon
Todd and Connie Duncan
Bill and Diane Edwards
Richard and Carolyn Edwards
Katherine and Dick Endacott
Mike Farrell and Lynne Ireland

OUR SUPPORTERS
Mike and Nanci Adams
Shireen Adenwalla and Daniel Claes
Jane Alexander
Mary and Fred Anderson
Catherine Angle
Matt and Lori Ashmore
David Bagby
Pamela Baker
Ingrid Bangers
Nancy Bare
K. D. Barnhouse
Barbara Bartle
Mary Ann Barton
Robin and Rod Bates
John and Nancy Becker
Andrew and Susan Benton
Patrice Berger
Lynn and Deborah Bills
Ann Birky
Lilly Blase
D'Arcy and Jim Blosser
Gary and Carol Bodeen
Tom Bouse
David and Dorothy Bowman
Robert Boyce, III
John and Beatty Brasch
Susan and Howard Brasch
Gale and Becky Breed
Amanda Breitbach
Kennard Britton
Kate and Robert Brooke
J. Kirk Brown and Pauline Wimberly
Megan Brown
Margaret Buck
Eric Buhs and Rose Holz
Joseph Buschelman
Doug and Mary Campbell
Paul Canny

Melissa and Kyle Filipi
Scott and Jeanie Fitzgerald
Lana and Lon Flagtwet
Lorraine Ford and Sean Barnawell
Allen Freye
Stephen Gage
Judy and Jeff Greenwald
John Guenzel
Jeff and Ann Hagaman
Carr Heaney, Jr.
Robert Hillestad
Nancy and Dan Hinnah
Mark and Deanna Hutchins
John Janovy
Andrew MacAoidh Jergens
Bruce and Barb Johnson
Stephen Jones

John and Penny Cariotto
Ron and Karen Case
Dave and Ann Catlin
James and Joan Chambers
Doc and Christi Chaves
Thomas and Mary Jo Cherry
Megan Chuhran
Kathy and Mike Cohen
Janet Coleman
Carey Collingham
Laurie Collingham
Glynnis Collins and Nick Brozovic
Michael Collins
Jim and Judy Cook
Mark and Liz Cote
Julie Crawford
Carole Curry
Deb and Mohamed Dahab
Glen and Bonnie Dappen
Jen Davidson
W. Scott and Linda Davis
Barbara Day
Doug Deats
Anne DeVries and Andrew Pitcher
Robert F. B. Diller
Christie and Pete Dionisopoulos
Erv Dixon
Jonathan Dixon
Dennis Dohner
Cindy Doné
Judy and Terry Dougherty
Timothy and Mary Doyle
David and Torey Dudley
Dorene Eisentrager
Cheryl and Frank Eldridge
Dave and Emilie Ellingson
John and Jane Ellsworth
L. Carol Erickson

Rachelle Alynn Kaspar-Cope
Mari Lane Gewecke
Jenni Lesoing-Lucs and Norb Lucs
Max and Pat Linder
Sydney Lynch and Craig Roper
C. R. McConnell
Curt and Carolyn McConnell
Jim McKee and Linda Hillegass
Dave Michael and Kevin Poague
Marilyn and Dave Moore
Jim and Patty Neid
Diana Nevins
Margery Nicolson
Mary and Jim Pipher
Julie and Gale Pokorny
Katherine Putensen
Neal and Deb Ratzlaff

Allison and Don Rice
Linda Roos
Lynn and Dana Roper
Cindy and Dana Rose
Judye and Joe Ruffo
Sam and Julie Seever
Dan Semrad
Will Sheehan
John and Virginia Skold
Jennifer and Randy Speers
Scott and Nancy Stuckey
Tom and Sue Tallman
Kenneth Von Bargen
Bruce Wendorff
Kirby and Mary Zicafoose
Art and Chris Zygielbaum

Duane Eversoll
Kathryn Ewing and David Anson
Jack Farnham
G. Steven Ferris
Betsy and Doug Finch
Jeremy and Angela Fischer
Nicole Fleck-Tooze
Mary Fran Flood and Frazer Williams
Chuck and Barb Francis
Maureen Franklin
Marti Franti
Steve and Patti Franz
Linnea Fredrickson
Gene and Dorrie Gage
Thomas Gallagher
John Gamon and Donnette Thayer
Rachel and James Garver
Anne Garwood
George and Jane Gauger
Leirion Gaylor Baird
Joyce Genoways
Michael Gloor and Marie De Martinez
Matt and Erin Gonzalez
Leslie Gordon
Marynelle Greene
Larry Gregg
Jacob Grendahl
Suzanne Grendahl
Joseph Grenfell
Kathlyn Gross
Sue and Tom Guild
Christopher Gustafson and Elizabeth 
VanWormer
Sarah Haddad and Chris Schlaepfer
Andrew Hadenfeldt
Steve and Fran Hall
Ted Hamann and Susan Bockrath
Roger Hammer

Fayrene Hamouz
Robert L. and Lily G. Hans
Herbert Hansen
Twyla and Tom Hansen
Kathy and David Harris
Matt and Amy Harris
Judy Hart
Klaus and Gisela Hartmann
Sara and Lynn Hartzell
Joan Harvey
Marlene Haskell
Randy Hawthorne
Christine Hay
Brad and Leah Hayes
Harry Heafer
Phil and Barbara Heckman
John Heineman
Linda and Norm Helzer
Jill Hempel
Don and Adana Hilkemeier
Stephen Hilliard
Frank and Elizabeth Hilsabeck
George and Dorothy Holdren
Jane Renner Hood
William and Stacie Hooks
Fred and Julie Hoppe
Dan and Mary Howell
Ken and Sue Hraban
Jon Huddle
Deborah Hunsberger
David and Pam Iaquinta
Cliff and Anne James
Acey Jane
Debra Japp
Esa Jarvi
Tom and Kathy Jaudzemis
Dorothy Javorsky
Elizabeth Jenckes



The support and recognition of all our supporters is important to us. Please let us know of any missing names or corrections. 5

Kelly Jensen
Jeff and Cathy Jewell
Paul Johnsgard
Cliff and Betty Johnson
Jenny Jo Johnson
Keith Johnson and Peggy Wheelock
Ken Johnson
Richard and Winnie Johnson
Tim Johnson
Waldon and Mary Ann Johnson
Justin Jones and Kari Stoakes
Jessica Jurzenski and Geoff Putney
Pamela Kahm
Alan Kamil
Con and Barbara Keating
Timothy Keelan
Bruce and Marge Kennedy
Jim and Mary King
Ingrid Kirst and Jeff Epler
Rich and Emily Kluver
June Knudsen
Mark and Sabrina Knuth
Ted Kooser and Kathleen Rutledge
Hod and Willa Kosman
Kay Kottas
Josef Kren
David and Mardene Kroeger
Gary and Susan Kuck
Melanie Landry
Liz and Nick Lange
Daniel Lawse
Greta Leach
Daniel Leger
Roberto Lenton
Lorele Lesoing and Doug Dittoe
Scott Lewandowski and Heather Strait
Lucy Lien
Pat Lopez
James Luyten and Meredith Fuller
Cathy Maasdam
Nick Manes
Leanne Manning
Martin and Ruth Massengale
Jim and Georgianne Mastera
Ted and Jacqueline Maxeiner
Lois and Z. B. Mayo
Jacki McCracken
Thomas McCurley
Kathleen and James McKenzie
Wynn and Sheila Mehlhaff
Edith Meints
Arnold and Agnes Mendenhall
William and Lillian Mesner

Assurity
Cooper Foundation
Crescent Moon Coffee
Crete Chamber of Commerce
Crete True Value
Delicious Catering
Dillon Foundation
Doane University
Dolezal Family Foundation

Donlan Foundation
Eagle Printing
Herbert T. Weston Jr. and Marian S. 
Weston Foundation
Holland Foundation
J. A. Woollam Foundation
Julie Morsman Schroeder Foundation
Kinder Porter Scott Family Foundation
Lied Center for Performing Arts

Lincoln Community Foundation
Lower Platte S Natural Resources Dist.
Nebraska Children & Families CLC Fund
Nelnet
Olsson Family Foundation
Pegler Family Foundation
Pinnacle Bank
Poppy's Pizza & Grill
Rogers Foundation

Russ's Market
Saline County Pheasants Forever
Scheels
Telesis
UBS Paine Webber Inc.
Union Bank and Trust Co.
Wachiska Audubon Society
Wild Bird Habitat Store
Woods Charitable Fund

Bernard and Sandra Michael
Sara and Malcom Miles
Amy Miller
Micah Miller
Sharon Mohatt
Mike and Rosie Molvar
Kim and Steve Morock
Cindy and Bill Morris
Gracie and Dave Morris
Karen Morris
Nate Morris
Kimberly Morrow
Gary and Faye Moulton
Robert Muckel
Marilyn Nelson
Barbara Nieveen
John and Joyce Norman
Suzanne Ohlmann
Carol Olson
George O'Neal
Tory O'Neal
Dave Palm and Alice Henneman
Tom Pappas
Robert and Sherry Parish
Donald and June Pederson
Harvey and Susan Perlman
Allison and Gary Petersen
Alan Peterson
Reynold and Jill Peterson
Jerry and Mary Ann Petr
Cody Pfeiffer
Bonnie Phillips
Amy Plettner
Glen and Alice Plettner
Linda Plock
John Pollack
Dennis Pope
Sarah Porter
Robert Price
Neva Pruess
Loris Purtzer
Robert Radek
Richard and Patricia Rademacher
Ann Rawley
Sandra Reddish
Jane Reffett
John and Claudia Reinhardt
Amber Reinkordt
Jane and Peter Reinkordt
Victor Reis
Jamie and Catherine Renshaw
Lamont Richards and Nan Schweiger
Laurie Richards and Dan Worth

Frederick and Margaret Rickers
John and Linda Riehl
Carolyn Rieke
Reuben and Loretta Rieke
Paul Ries and Deborah Vandyke-Ries
Sandra Rippeteau
Noyes Rogers
Mark and Stacy Rolland
Kathy Root
Ernie and Audrey Rousek
Brooks Rownd
Carol Rustad
Cathy and Brad Rustermier
June Ryan
Ronald Sack
Don and Marjorie Saiser
Janet Salvati
Sue Samson
Bruce and Alisa Sandahl
Rachel Sandhorst and Jon Jensen
Virginia Saporta
Nancy Savery
Sharon Sawyers
Cathy and Chris Sayre
Christopher Schemm
Dan and Marge Schlitt
Karl Schlitt and Rosina Paolini
Jay and Barbara Schmidt
Trixie and Dave Schmidt
Peter Schnake
Denis Schneckloth
Audrey Schneider
Rick Schneider and Diana Pilson
Brian and Emily Seifferlein
Sharad and Becky Seth
Catherine Severin
Scott Shreve
Joan and Daniel Shurtliff
Frank and Ann Sidles
Jean Silberman
Lisa Silberman
Jill Simonson
Richard Sincovec
Alice Sittler
Shirley Kay Sneve
Chris and Vicki Sommerich
Robert and Nancy Sorensen
Patty Spitzer and Sam Welsch
Ruthie Stearns and Mike Mattson
Jason St. Sauver
Sara Stephenson
Kristal Stoner
Barb Straus

Ned and Linda Stringham
Margaret Stuckey
Ted Stuckey
Jordan Stump and Eleanor Hardin
Alvin Sueper
Thomas and Carol Svolos
Deborah Swearingen
Bill and Autumn Taddicken
Chris Taylor
JoAnne Thiele
Chris and Tyler Thody
Barbara Thomas
William and Heather Thomas
Rosemary and Mel Thornton
Toni Thorson
Leslie Tien
Peggy Tilgner
Shirley Travis
Ed and Sue Tricker
Samuel and Ida Truax
Cynthia Van Den Broeke
James and Geraldine Van Etten
Dave and Sue Van Horn
Mark van Roojen and Jennifer Haley
Tana Van Slyke
Lloyd Dale Van Vleck
Richard and Karen Vierk
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Voorhies
Craig and Elizabeth Wanamaker
Gordon Warrick
Susan Weber
Don Wesely
Phillip White
Robert White
Ron and Laurie Wick
Melvin Wieben
Robert and Deborah Wigton
Rob and Pat Wikel
Kelly Wiley
Larry Williams
Edwin and Carol Williams
Gabriel Williamson
David Wilson and David Smith
John Wilson
Rick and Susie Windle
Stephen Winter
David Wishart and Sarah Disbrow
Terry Wittler
George Wolf
Kathy Wolfe
Barb Wright-Chollet and Ray Chollet
Glennys Ziegler
Amy Zlotsky

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS



6

continued on page 7

All programs are free, though a suggested donation of $5 is 
greatly appreciated. Check out our website for full program 
descriptions and to sign up as space may be limited. 

Birds Connect Us with Stories and Songs

On an unseasonably warm Saturday in February, a full house 
in the visitor center enjoyed For the Birds, a cabaret of songs, 
poetry, and spoken word performances, celebrating the Great 
Backyard Bird Count. The performances ranged from the 
humorous (“Poisoning Pigeons in the Park”) to the poignant 
(“Green Finch and Linnet Bird”) to an uplifting singalong of “I’ll 
Fly Away”. Under the direction of Angels Theater Company 
Director Judy Hart, our own Jason “the Birdnerd” St. Sauver 
performed, along with Brian, Gretchen, and Mike Foley; Marikita 
and Marissa Saure; Joe Shaw; and accompanist Jan Malone. We 
are grateful to these artists for sharing their considerable talents 
with us!

Joe Shaw shared a story about the healing power of birds and 
nature, printed below.

My California to Nebraska Story
Joe Shaw, Associate Director,
Lux Center for the Arts

The birds at the Bolsa Chica wetlands in Huntington Beach, 
California, inspired me. They thrived on about 1,500 acres of 
undeveloped wilderness surrounded on one side by ocean and on 
three sides by the megalopolis of southern California. 

The Bolsa Chica wetlands were once destined to become 
a massive development of 5,000 homes and a marina with 
thousands of boats and a four-lane highway right down the 
middle – a paved paradise. 

Developers salivated at the chance to turn nature into cold 
hard cash. But the people had a different vision. They enjoyed 
walking in the wetlands along the ocean, seeing pelicans doing 
high dives for fish, the mighty blue herons, predators perching 
in eucalyptus and building their large messy nests. The enjoyed 
watching the elegant snowy egrets, shaking their feathers like a 
Hollywood ingénue’s powder puff. 

The people loved the birds and the wetlands. So they resisted.

They raised a ruckus, they went to meetings. They called their 
representatives in Congress. At first, everyone thought they were 
crazy. But their cause was just, and even more important, their 
cause was popular. Bit by bit, a couple of hundred houses here, 
a lawsuit or two there, and soon those 5,000 homes turned into 
3,000, then 1,000, until only about 400 homes actually were built 
on a ridge, and the rest was miraculously saved and restored, 
and the wetlands and the birds won because the people resisted. 

Every New Year’s Day, I joined a group of these mighty wetlands 
warriors to gather in a circle on a mesa that overlooks the newly 
protected wetlands. There we watched the sun rise on this 
precious place, huddled in the frigid mid-40s temperatures. Each 
year, the sun would rise, its beams sparkling across the waters 
in hues of orange and red, and we celebrated our resistance and 
what we had won for the birds. 

My last California sunrise was in 2015. 2014 had been a bruising 
year. My head was foggy. My job was more than I could handle, 
and I was lost. All my efforts to change things, to make my small 
place in the world better seemed to be for naught. Despite many 
small and not-so-small victories, I was rejected and, as a result, 
dejected. The one bright spot was far away, in Nebraska, a place I 
knew very little about, closer to Canada than I ever thought I’d be. 

Saturday, May 20
Birding BY Ear Workshop
- 8 am
Kids' Birding! - 10:30 am
Plants 4 Birds: Grass & 
Grassland Birds Walk & 
Picnic - 12 pm
Wildcrafting & 
Wildflowers - 2 pm
Plants & Pollinators - 4 pm
OWL You Ever Wanted to 
Know - 7 pm

Sunday, May 21
BioBlitz & Brunch - 10 am
Feathered Friends & 
Families - 1 pm
Woodlands and Wetlands 
Walk - 2:30 pm
Birds, Bark & Brews @ Van 
Dorn Park and Blue Blood 
Brewery - 4:30 pm
How NOT to Take a Bird 
Photo - 7 pm
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In California I helped save the birds, and in Nebraska, the 
birds saved me. 

After seeing the sun rise over the wetlands in January 2015, I 
headed for Nebraska the next day. In the dead of winter. 

After 25 years of mild California "weather," the Nebraska winter 
was harsh. North and south winds that chill you to the bone. 
Bitter cold and little or no sun was a shock to my system. Willa 
Cather wrote about Nebraska winters: "Winter lies long...hangs 
on until it is stale and shabby, old and sullen." And after my last 
bruising year in California, I felt shabby and sullen.

Walking Sookie, my dog, required me to go outside against all 
my instincts. Lucky for me, the park by my house became my 
inspiration. Even in winter, this public space, its manicured 
curving walkways and public art revealed innate beauty. 

Southern California has no seasons and one temperature – sunny 
and 70. Such temperate tyranny made me forget the natural 
cycle of the seasons, the clear demarcation of death and life, 
end and begin. Winter was bleak but amid the icy waterscapes, 
landscaped beds of dried grass and seed pods lurked an inkling 
of new life, new possibilities, new growth. 

Spring and almost summer came and nature woke and began 
to reveal herself. Daffodils popped up from their wintry beds, 
wildflowers bloomed. 

Then the rains came. They called it a hundred-year flood! I 
raced to the park to see it filled nearly to the brim with water, 
dangerous currents that took a life. I wondered if the park 
would survive. 

But the waters receded and the strong native plants, a little 
waterlogged, survived. The park soon returned to its former 
state, as it was intended to do, and wildflowers sprung up, 
carpeting the parks’ slopes and surfaces. The park was better 
than ever. 

And then the birds, in the form of a mother and her ducklings, 
who took residence between P and Q streets in the park. Twelve 
ducklings. Every trip to the park became “Where’s mama duck?” 
“Count the ducklings, are they all still there?” Biologists told 
me it was highly unlikely all 12 ducklings could survive an urban 
environment. And that they would mature in about seven weeks. 
Seven weeks! Those seven weeks gave me life. And mama duck 
gave me hope. That mama duck kept all 12 of those babies safe 
and secure in downtown Lincoln. She was a tough bird. One by 
one, those ducklings grew up and flew off, leaving that tough old 
mama behind. The fall flowers came, the air became brisk and 
the cycle began again. The wheel turned. 

Whatever I had left behind was tilled under, mulch for what had 
begun, a new chance to bloom, like my park had bloomed. A new 
life in a new place. A chance to fly. 

Since, I have discovered the joys of sandhill cranes, rising as 
a mighty multitude from shallow waters, bald eagles watering 
from the Sandhills to the Missouri, and a peaceful place 
near Denton, where I can walk among the birds of the prairie 
preserve in spring, and where I’ve become hardy enough to 
take a snowy walk looking for the birds of winter amid brown 
feathery stalks and cattails, along water that will soon be 
teeming with life. The wheel turns. And I’ve become a tough 
old Nebraska bird.

Make a Difference

There are many ways that you can help us fulfill our mission 
of conserving the tallgrass prairie by engaging people in our 
natural and cultural resources. Support of all types makes such a 
difference, with your help we can make the world a better place!  

• Become a volunteer. Our volunteers are an important part of 
 our successes. There are many opportunities available that 
 can fit in to any schedule. We’re happy to play “matchmaker” 
 and find the perfect volunteer opportunity for your interests, 
 skills, and time!
•  Tell your friends and family about us! Raising awareness 
 of our work opens many doors, and introduces a new group of 
 volunteers, donors, and supporters to our mission.
•   Donate. We rely on the generous support of our donors 
 for the work that we do. We do not receive funding from any 
 national organization. All money raised here, stays here. 
 You can return a gift in the envelope provided, visit our 
 website to donate online, or stop by our Visitor Center to 
 make a gift in person.
•  Commemorate a life event with a gift in honor or memory of 
 friends, family, or occasions.

• Take a look at our wish list (page 8) for additional gift ideas.
• Become a monthly donor. You can provide regular, ongoing 
 support for our work by visiting our web site, 
 springcreekprairie.audubon.org.
•  Include us in your estate plans. Several simple, flexible, 
 tax-advantaged options can benefit your heirs and Spring 
 Creek Prairie Audubon Center at the same time.

Best wishes, 
Melissa!

Melissa Filipi, Director of 
Philanthropy for Audubon 
Nebraska since 2014, has 
moved to a new position 
as Executive Director of 
Community Services Fund 
of Nebraska. We’ll miss her 
leadership here, and we know 
her talents will serve her well 
in this new position.



Upcoming Events at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center
 Saturday, May 13 LGBT: Let's Go Birding Together, 8 – 10 am
 Tuesday, May 16 Third Tuesday Bird Walk, 8 – 10 am
 Saturday & Sunday, May 20 & 21 The Bs! (Birds, Blooms, Brews, Bugs & Brunch)
 Sunday, June 4 Wildflower Walk, 2 – 3:30 pm *
 Saturday, June 10 LGBT: Let's Go Birding Together, 8 – 10 am
 Tuesday, June 20 Third Tuesday Bird Walk, 8 – 10 am
 Saturday, June 24 Family Firefly Picnic, 7:30 – 9:30 pm *
 Friday, June 30 Meghan Stratman Art Exhibit Opening, 6:30 pm
 Saturday, July 8 Family Firefly Picnic, 7:30 – 9:30 pm *
 Sunday, July 9 Dragonfly Day, 2 – 4 pm
 Tuesday, July 18 Third Tuesday Bird Walk, 8 – 10 am
 Tuesday, August 15 Third Tuesday Bird Walk, 8 – 10 am
 Monday, August 21 Eclipse Viewing
 Sunday, September 17 Tastes in the Tallgrass *
 For additional information and events, visit springcreekprairie.audubon.org                                   * Program fee

Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Staff
Glynnis Collins - Director 
Jason "the Birdnerd" St. Sauver - Community Education Director
Kevin Poague - Operations Manager
Ed Hubbs - Habitat Program Manager
Amy Plettner - Caretaker
Stewardship  Board
Deb Dahab
Judy Dougherty
Lana Flagtwet
Stephen J. Gage
Jeff Hagaman
Jeff Jewell
Audubon Nebraska Staff
Bill Taddicken - Interim Director
Carey Collingham - Corporate and Foundation Coordinator
Cindy Houlden - Donor Relations Coordinator

Bruce Johnson 
Mari Lane Gewecke
Jenni Lesoing-Lucs
Marilyn Moore
Cindy Morris
Cindy Rose

Sam Seever
Daniel J. Semrad
Scott Stuckey
Tom Tallman
Larry Williams
Barbara Wright-Chollet

Trails open daily sunrise to sunset

Visitor Center
Open Monday – Friday 9 – 5; Saturday – Sunday 1 – 5

All year (except major holidays)

Admission
 SCPAC Supporters ($50+) FREE
 Adults $4
 Seniors (60+) $3
 Students $3
 Ages 6 – 17 $3
 Ages 5 & Under FREE
 Tuesdays FREE

Members of National Audubon Society and Wachiska Audubon 
Society receive $1 off admission.

Wish List

Portable tables ($60/each) - call us for requested model
Nest/feeder camera

Head Lamp (2 or more preferred)
Binoculars - new, requested model available from Eagle Optics

Boot Cleaner Station
New roof for caretaker house

CONTACT US:
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center
11700 SW 100th St. P.O. Box 117
Denton, NE 68339
To receive The Prairie Sage electronically, let us know at
scp@audubon.org; (402) 797-2301.

PHONE:  (402) 797-2301                     EMAIL:  scp@audubon.org
WEBSITE:  SpringCreekPrairie.audubon.org
FIND US ON:

Looking for a place to host an event? Remember Spring 
Creek Prairie Audubon Center when planning business meetings, 
wedding and anniversary receptions, and other get-togethers.


